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QCD as theory of the strong 
interaction was developed in 
1972/1973. The QCD 
Lagrangian looks rather simple 
but an extremely rich 
phenomenology evolves from 
this equation. In the talk, the 
long path from the discovery 
of the first elementary 
particles to QCD will be 
discussed as well as the first 
tests to validate the new 
theory. Selected highlights in 
strong interaction physics will 
be presented.
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